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O. THE 


Lats EXPEDITION, 


N the = of our Lord one 
_ thouſand ſeven hundred and 
fty-ſeven, in the thirtieth year 
of Gros the. Second, and du- 
ring the patriot miniſtry of De- 
moſtbenes Pitt, was planned and 
executed, a ſecret expedition, which 
Britiſh hiſtorians will recount with 
rapture, and poſterity conſider 


with aſtoniſnment. 
B We 
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We were, at this time, engaged 
in a war with France; which war, 
for want of conduct, in one part 
of the world, and courage in 
another, had from the beginning 
been attended with defeat and 
diſappointment. Our little army 
in America, with its leader, cut 
to pieces: Minorca taken by a 
blundering enemy: our fleet diſ- 
graced by a negligent (ſo I think 
the court- martial term'd it) ad- 
miral : our great ally, his majeſty 
of Pruſſia, repulſed by our old 
coſtly ally her Imperial majeſty : 
his royal highneſs of Cumberland 
obliged, by a too numerous army, 
to leave the paternal dominions 
of his father to the mercy of ' an 
exulting enemy. Shocking as 
this picture may appear, it 1s a 
very juſt one of our ſituation at 


the 
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the- time when the ſecret expedi- 
tion, the particulars of which I 
am about to relate, was wiſely 
deſign d, and intrepidly carried 
into execution. 

The writer of theſe memoirs, 
join 'd the camp on the Jie of 
Wi N. on the 2 1ſt of Auguſt, in 
the capacity of a volunteer. He 
was perſuaded to engage in the ex- 
pedition, chiefly from the great 
idea he had been taught to con- 
ceive of its commanders, and 
thence, in expectation of that 
glory of which young minds are 
generally ambitious. How his 
expectations were anſwered, will 
appear in the following pages. 

I could not help rejoicing, on 
my arrivalat the camp, to find our 
generals extremely aſſiduous in 
improving the diſcipline of our 
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little army. The mere poiſing 
of firelocks ſeemed prudently to 
have given way to the more ma- 
terial grand evolutions. Sham 
battles, attacks, retreats, &c. were 


now our daily employment. Nor 


were our engineers ſuffered to re-- 
main idle: they were ordered to 
draw lines, throw up intrench- 
ments, and raiſe batteries. In- 
deed, I cannot ſay from their 
works, that there appear'd to be 
any Yaubans amongſt them; but 
I flattered myſelf we {ſhould have 
no great occaſion for their aſſiſt- 
ance, and was therefore eaſy as to 
that particular. F 

We no ſooner received intelli- 
gence that the tranſports were ar- 


rived, than immediate orders were 


given for our embarkation. 
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5 
The 5th of September the right 
brigade, conſiſting of the follow- 
ing regiments, marched. down to 
Cowes, and were the ſame night 
on board their reſpective ſhips, viz. 
Old Buffs, the King's, Col. Kings- 
ley's, Hume's, and Hodſon s. The 
left brigade, viz. Br»denal's, Lou- 
don s, Cornwallis s, Ambunſt's, 
Bentinck's, embarked the day fol- 
lowing ; and the next morning 
all the tranſports joined the fleet 
at Spithead. Let the reader judge 
of the ſtrength and magnificence 
of this fleet from the following 
liſt of the ſhips. 


Fs Fo Guns. 
Royal Georgs = 100 
Ramilies —- . 90 
Weprune - 90 


Namie — - 90 
Princeſs Amelia - 80 
Barfleur 
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Bar feu. 380 
Noyal William op © 
Magnanimne 80 
Torbay = : 
Dublin . 7 
Eſſex — — 64 
B urf, ord = — 74 
Intrepid = — 64 
Alcide — — 64 
Medway — — 64 
Dunkirk - = 60 
Achilles . - _— 
America - 60 
6 Frigates 2 Bombketches 
2 Fireſhips 2 Hoſpital Ships 
44 Tranſports, and 6 Cutters, 


With this noble fleet, conſiſt- 


ing of 82 ſail, we put to ſea on 
the 8th, big with expectation, and 
confident of ſucceſs. Every in- 
dividual ſeemed tranſported with 

the 
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the view of our invincible Amado. 
It was indeed the moſt formidable 
and ſtriking appearance I had ever 
beheld! We conſidered our men 
of war as the beſt-conditioned, 
and moſt powerful, in the navy. 
Our regiments, tho' but ten in 
number, we knew to be inferior 
to none; and our. commanders 
we * eh to be all men of a 
proved abilities, and undoubted 
fortitude. From theſe conſidera- 
tions, we amuſed ourſelves with 
the pleaſing proſpect of victory; 
yet our deſtination continued 
doubtful till the 14th, when from 
our bearing down into the Bay of 
Biſcay, it became evident that 
we intended for ſome part of the 
coaſt of France. The following 
general orders were now iſſued 
from on board the Ramilies, dated 

2 the 
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the 15th. By theſe the reader 
will — able to form a clear idea 
of the manner in which we were 
intended to land, had not ſome 
ſtrange fatality interpoſed, In 
what ſhape our evil genius ap- 
peared, a national enquiry will 
beſt determine. 


The orders were theſe : 


When the ſhips come to an 
c NN ey in order to is: the co- 
© Jonels are immediately to join 


their reſpective corps. 
The grenadiers, and detach'd 


© companies, will probably be the 
© firſt to land, and are, therefore, 
© to be the firſt in readineſs ; then 
© the battalions according to their 


rank, or as they may happen to 


© be met conveniently ſituated. 


* Every 
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© Every ſhip will ſend officers in 
© their boats in en to their 
men. 

© The ſoldiers are to have two 

good flints, and thirty-ſix rounds 
© of ammunition; except the gre- 
© nadiers and detach d companies, 
© who are to have double propor- 
© tion. EE? og 

© The firſt body that lands muſt 
© havean engineer, and intrenching 
© tools with them; and they muſt 
© take their own e and 
© bill-hooks, two days proviſion 
© of biſcuit and cheele, and their 
© flaſks. 

The ſhips of the fame regi- 
© ments, will come to an anchor 
© as near as poſſible to each other. 

Six days proviſion of biſeuit, 
and cheeſe, and beet, to be pro- 


* cured tor all the troops ready to 
C © ſend 


* 
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© ſend on ſhore, after the men are 
© landed. | 

The light artillery is to be 
© landed as ſoon as poſſible. The 
© boats of the ordnance ſhips 
© (which ſhips ſhould likewiſe an- 
chor near together) are ſolely to 
© be employed in conveying the 
© artillery and intrenching tools 
© on {hore. 

When the troops have poſſeſ- 
© {ed themſelves of a poſton ſhore, 
© the chief engineer marks out an 
© entrenchment to ſecure the pro- 
© vitions, ſtores, heavy artillery, 
powder, and other things neceſ- 
© ſary for the army. Then, all 
© the tents, blankets, watch-coats, 
© knapſacks, remainder of the in- 
* trenching tools, ſpare ammun- 
© tion, proviſions, ſcaling ladders, 
© pettards, &c. are to be brought 
© on ſhore, that no time may be 


© loſt 
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© loſt in proſecuting the enter- 
prize. | 6d 
© To be carried on ſhore after 
© the men are landed ; the mens 
© kuaplacks, a tent, two blankets, 
© and a kettle for eight men. A 
«© ſoldier's tent for the officers of a 
© company. | 

© All thoſe tents muſt, when 
the army marches, be carried by 
© the ſoldiers, till better means can 
© be had. 

© A ſoldier to have only one 
© ſhirt, one pair of ſhoes, and one 
pair of ſtockings in his knap- 
© ſack. | 

© No women to be allowed to 

© come on ſhore till ordered by the 
„general. 8 

A careful perſon to be left in 
© every tranſport, to take charge 
© of the baggage belonging to the 


© ofhcers 


12 The Particulars of 


* officers and men, till it is called 
© for. 
Upon all occaſions, where it 


is ſuppoſed the enemy can be got 


© at, the lieutenant- general com- 
0 maxi that the corps, which 
© are directed to attack them, do 
© march vigorouſly up, and that 
they reſerve their fire till they 
© come very near. Upon every 
opportunity, the general orders 
© the troops to run in upon the 
© enemy with their bayonets, in 
© which method of attack the 
© ſuperior ſtrength and courage of 
© the Britiſh troops muſt meet With 
6 {uccels. W AL” 
The troops may expect to 
© find a number of militia of the 
country upon the ſhore, which 


they will eaſily diſperſe, 


The 
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The ſhort three pounders, the 

£ ſhort fix pounders, and the 
* howitzers, are the firſt artillery 
© which will be called for; and 
© are therefore to be got in readi- 
© neſs, as ſoon as the ſhips come to 
£ an anchor. 
Officers of the navy will 
© be appointed to direct the 
boats, that carry the men on 
£ ſhore; and the officers of the 
© land-forces, are to take care that 
the orders given by thoſe gentle- 
© men, to the boats crews, are 
« ſtrictly obeyed, 

The boats will be ranged by 
* diviſions, under their reſpective 
F commanders. 

© All ſoldiers that are unfit for 
© duty, are to be left on board their 


© tranſports, 
On 
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On the 17th, the following orders 
were given out, dated on board 


the Ramilies in the Bay of 
Biſcay. 


© Captain James, of the artil- 
© lery, is to deliver to each ſhip 
© of the ſquadron, a light braſs 
gun of the field artillery, to be 
© fixed in the long boats at the 
© landing of the troops, and two 
© boxes ofammunition, half grape, 
© half round for them. Some of the 
© royal regiment « of artillery are to 
© work the guns. 

From the courſe we ſteered, it 
now became evident, that either 
we were deſigned againſt Rochelle, 
or Rochefort, or otherwiſe to make 
a deſcent upon the iſlands of Ree 


or Oleron. On the 19th, about 
eight 
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eight o'clock in the evening, the 
whole fleet was ſurpriſed by a 
ſignal from the admiral to Jay zoo z 
the wind being fair, the night 
clear, and we yet upwards of 
twenty leagues from the land 
a-head. Thus we continued no 
leſs than eight hours, without 
any apparent cauſe, before we had 
a ſignal to make fail. 
On the 2oth, about three in 
the afternoon, we made theiſle of 
Oleron; and ſoon after, it was 
that a French man of war, ſtood 
almoſt in the middle of our fleet; 
but, at laſt, perceiving her miſ- 
take, ſhe bore away right before 
the wind, under all the fail ſhe 
could crowd. All this was viſible 
to every ſhip in the fleet; yet, no 
ſignal to chace, till it was to no 
purpoſe, At length four of our 
men 


16 The Particulars of | 
men of war ſtood after her, and 


ſaw her ſafe into the Garonne. 
What political reaſons there might 
be for theſe dilatory proceedings, 
I will not pretend to fay ; but 
ſure I am, that, to vulgar eyes, 
it appeared to be the moſt bungled 
affair that ever happened. 

The next day we beat to the 
windward, off the iſland of 
Oleron, till towards evening, when 
the fleet hoiſted Erg/;/b colours, 
and ſtood in for the land ; but, 
the wind coming ſuddenly a-head, 
ve were obliged to come to an an- 
chor. | 

Twenty-ſecond weighed, and 
ſtood in for the land; but, there 
being no wind, were obliged 
about noon to let go our anchors 
About three o'clock in the after- 
noon, the fleet made fail, ſteering 

between 
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between che iſlands of Rez and 
Oleron, and came again to an 
anchor at ten the ſame night. 

It may not be improper here to 
inſert the orders, which were 
dated the 21ſt on board the 
Ramilies. © 

© By Sit Jon Mordaunt lieuten- 
ant- general of his Majeſty's forces, 
Ec. Whereas his Majeſty has, 
© by his royal ſign- manuel, autho- 
© riſed me to publiſh ſuch rules 
end orders, as are proper to be 
© obſerved by all officers and fol- 
© diers under' my command ; as 
© alſo, to puniſh any offenders, or 
tranſgreſſors, by death, or other- 
* wiſe, according to the nature of 
* their offence: and whereas, the 
* ſucceſs of this important deſcent 
© upon the coaſt of France, may 
* greatly depend on the good order 
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and diſcipline to be obſerved by 
© the officers and ſoldiers, I judge 
© it quite neceſſary, for the juſt 
execution of his majeſty's orders, 
© and for the ſafety and honour of 
© the troops under my command, 
© to eſtabliſh the following rules 
© and ordinances, arid at the ſame 
© time, to declare that no offender 
© againſt them will meet with any 
© pardon. 

© No ſoldier {hall paſs, either by 
© dayor by night, beyond the cen- 
© tries of the camp, but, with an 
© officer. Every man that at- 
© tempts it will be immediately 
© ſhot. 

Whenever the army marches, 
© the ſtricteſt order to be obſerved ; 
© and if any ſoldier leaves his pla- 
© toon without the permiſſion of 


© his 
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© his officer, upon any occakion he 
© ſhall ſuffer death. 

© When any private man has 
© leave from his officer to quit his 
© platoon, or diviſion, a non-com- 
© miſſioned officer to be lett to 
© bring him up. 

All maroding, and plunder- 
© ing, without the permiſſion of 
© the commander in chief, will be 
© puniſhed with death; and all 
© other irregularities, and misbe- 
© haviour of any kind, with ex- 
© tream ſeverity: on the other 
© hand, the general will make it 
© his ſtudy and endeavour to re- 
ward the deſerving. 

© Drunkenneſs will be puniſhed 
with the utmoſt rigour, eſpeci- 
*ally on thoſe who are found 
* drunk upon duty. 

D 2 Men 
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© Mcn who are ſent for wood, 
© water, proviſions, ſtores, tools, 
© or otherwiſe, are to be com- 
© manded by an officer, or non» 
commiſſioned officer, in propor- 
© tion to their number; and ſuch 
* officers, and non-commiſhoned 
© ofhicers, are to be anſwerable to 
© the general for their conduct. 

© Officers, non-commiſſioned 
© officers, and men upon duty, 
© are to be very exact and diligent, 
© and none are toabſent themſelves 
* from their guardsordetachments, 
© withoutleave of their command- 
* ers, upon any pretence whatſo- 
ever. | 

Soldiers of all corps, are to 
© obey the officers of every regi- 
ment without diſtinction; and 
© all are to do their beſt endeav- 
ours to forward his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice 
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© vice upon this important occa- 
hon. 

The rolls to be called four 
© times byan officer of a company 
© in twenty four hours ; two of 
© which, ſhall be between tattoo 
and reveille. 

Officers commanding upon 
© any advanced poſts, or out- 

© guard, ſhall have their rolls call- 
ed every two hours; and what- 
© ever non- commiſſioned officer or 
© ſoldier, ſhall be abſent at the 
© calling of the roll, ſhall imme- 
& Garch be broug ht to a court- 
© martial, and ſuffer death or ſuch 
© other puniſhment as a court-mar- 
© tial ſhall think proper to inflict. 

Any ſoldier who fires away 
his ammunition, without order, 
* will be counted a diſobeyer of 
military command, and puniſhed 


© accord- 
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* accordingly ; and any man who 
© flies from his colours, under 
* pretence of wanting ammuni- 
© tion, or for other cauſes, will be 
© put to death. 

© A ſolder is not to commit acts 
© of barbarity or brutal inhumani- 
© ty upon the inhabitants of the 
© country, under pain of the ſe- 
© yereſt puniſhment. Whatever 
works the troops are mployed 
© upon, muſt be executed with 
© all poſſible care and diligence. 
© Both officers and men muſt en- 
© gage heartily in every thing that 
© tends to the public good, 

The general, does not doubt 
© but that every part of the ſervice 
© will be carried on' chearfully and 
© reſolutely by the troops, that, 
© from their behaviour and con- 
duct, his Majeſty and their coun- 

x i 5 C 

try 
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© try may be ſatisfied that nothing 
© has been wanting, on their part, 
© to procure ſuccels. Be 

Officers, who diſtinguiſh 

© themſelves, on any particular 
© occaſion, may be aſſured of the 
© general's approbation and re- 
gard; and he will moſt cer- 
© tainly recommend them in the 
© ſtrongeſt manner to his Majeſty, 
© and the Duke: and that he may 
© have the ſatisfaction of doing this 
© piece of juſtice to the officers 
under his command, he expects 
© that what he himſelf does not 
© obſerve of this ſort, may be told 
him by the commanding officers 
* of corps, with all the circum- 
© ſtance of advantage to the offi- 
© CETS. | 

* Whatever detachment, party, 
© or battalion, ſhall behave with 


© Uncommon 
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© uncommon reſolution, may ex- 


pect all the credit that ariſes from 


ſuch behaviour, and that a juſt 
© account will be given of their 
performances. 
Theſe orders were juſtly received 
with univerſal acclamations, as 
indeed they were finely calculated 
to inſpire the officers with that ſpi- 


rit, which is the very ſoul of the 


army in time of action. 
The twenty- third, about eight 
in the morning, the van of our 


fleet made ſail, and ſtood towards 


the iſle of Aix, which lies in the 


mouth of the river leading up to 
Rochford ; the reſt of the ſhips 
anchoring at about two leagues 
diſtance from the iſland, Captain 
How, in the Magnanime, led the 
van. About noon, the French 


fired at him from their fort; but, 


for 
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for ſome time to no purpoſe. He 
continued his courſe with the 
greateſt compoſure, without firing 
a ſingle gun; till having gained the 
length of the fort, he bore down, 
and dropt his anchors as cloſe to 
the walls as the ſhip would come. 
He now began to return their ſa- 
lutations; and, ſo inceſſant was 
his fire, that, in leſs than a mi- 
nute, his {hip ſeemed one con- 
tinued flame. After his firſt broad- 
fide, they fired but very few ſhot 
from the fort; it was, however, 
near an hour before they ſtruck their 
flag. The Barfleur allo pointed 
a few guns; but ſhe was at too 
great a diſtance to do much exe- 
cution. Part of our land-forces were 
now put on {hore to take poſſeſſion 
of this important, iſland. Upon 
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entering the fort, we found its 
whole ſtrength to have conſiſted 
in about ſix iron guns, mounted 
en barbet, two braſs ones on the 
top of an old tower, and two 
mortars. Near five hundred men, 
part ſoldiers, and part ſailors, 
were made priſoners of war on 
this occaſion. I wiſh I could, 
with truth, report, that our 
people behaved with the modera- 
tion they ought to have done : 
and I am more ſorry, for the credit 
of our diſcipline, that the ſevere 
orders, which the reader has al- 
ready ſeen, were not as ſeverely 


executed. Both our ſoldiers and 


ſailors were ſuffered to get abo- 
minably drunk, and in conſequence 


of that, cruelly to inſult the 
poor ſufferers. This little iſland 
be- 
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became, in a very few hours, 
a moſt ſhocking ſcene of devaſta- 
tion; even the church was ſuffer- 
ed to be pillaged, the poor prieſt 
robbed of his little library, and his 
robes became a maſquerading 
habit to the drunken tars. If a 
few of thoſe rioters had been left 
hung upon the ſpot, it would 
have done us more honour than 
the mighty conqueſt itſelf, and 
would greatly have eſtabliſhed our 
diſcipline. This fort is ſaid to 
have been a piece of Yaubar's 
own architecture; and, when the 
works which were now adding 
towards the ſea had been finiſhed, 
would have been remarkably 
ſtrong : but, in its preſent ſitu- 
ation, it was ſo abſolutely de- 
fenceleſs, that if captain How 
had 
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had been acquainted with its 
ſtrength, he would rather have 
made the attack in his long- boat, 
than in the Magnanime : for the 
enemy, for want of embraſures 
to cover them, muſt, by a few 
vollies of {mall arms, have been 
obliged to fly from their guns. 
Not that I would be underſtood, 
by any means, to injure Mr. How's 
reputation. I verily believe he 
was as entirely ignorant of its 
condition, as, from our cautious 
manner of proceeding, we ap- 
peared to be of every other part of 
the coaſt on which we were to 
make a deſcent. But, before I 
leave this iſland, it may not be 
improper to inform the reader, 
that its whole circumference, as 
near as I could gueſs, is about 


five 


1 
= 
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five Engliſh miles; and that it 
produces nothing, except a poor 
kind of wine, which, however, 
for this year, we did all in our 
power to deſtroy. It were im- 
poſſible to tell the number of boat 
loads of grapes that were carried 
on board every {hip in the fleet. 

Of how little importance ſoever 
this our firſt conqueſt might ap- 
pear, conſidered as an omen of 
our further ſucceſs, it gave vaſt 
ſpirits to the whole fleet. Tf, ac- 
cording to our moſt ſanguine ex 
pectations, we had been landed 
that night, or even the next morn- 
ing, I am morally certain we 
ſhould have done every thing 
within the power of our num- 
bers : but no ;---the next day paſ- 
led ; another ſucceeded ; and yet 


another ; 
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another; and another, and ano- 
ther to that. All this important 
time did we ſpend in the greateſt 
apparent inactivity, within full 
view of Rochelle, and the whole 
coaſt ! I make no doubt, but our 
chieftains had their reaſons for this 
delay; and, indeed, very impor- 
tant reaſons they muſt have been 
For to us, who were not in their 
councils (and eſpecially to a vo- 
lunteer, who is entirely ignorant 
of the modern art of war) it ſeem- 
ed deſigned to give our enemies 
time to collect their troops ; for it 
mult be remembered, that now 
eight days were elapſed ſince we 
had been ſeen hovering oft the 
French coaſt. But let it not be 
imagined that, during ' all this 
time, we were entirely inactive: 

no; 


% 
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no; many, and frequent, were 
the councils of war held by our 
chiefs, whilſt our ſmall craft were 
ſo extremely aſſiduous in ſounding 
along the coaſt, that, for the be- 
nefit of future expeditions, I dare 
ſay they will be able to lay down 
a very. complete chart of thoſe 
parts. 

The cauſe of this delay grew 
now every day more impenetra- 
ble. The Hotſpurs of the army 
were become mad withimpatience; 
whilſt thoſe of a cooler, and more 
political turn, grew daily more 
1 poſitive in their opinion, that we 
were never intended to land here; 
that our appearance off this coaſt 
was ſolely with a deſign to draw 
down their troops from the part 
where we ſhould land ; and that 


when 
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when we had given them ſufficient 
time for their march, we ſhould 
then ſtand away towards our prin- 
cipal object, and there diſembark 


with all poſſible expedition: but, 


alas | thoſe who ſuſpected us of 


this piece of generalſhip were out 


in their conjectures; for on the 


28th in the afternoon, the admi- 
ral made a ſignal for the com- 
manding officers of the regiments 


to come on board the Ramilies, 


and about eight o'clock the ſame 
night, the following orders were 
read on board of every tranſport. 


RaNMILIESs, Sept. 28. 


1 E troops are to be ready 


70 g from the tranſports 


into the boats at twelve o clock at 


might; 
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night; a number of men of war's 

boats, which will be appointed to 

every regiment under the command 
of a lieutenant : theſe, with the 

' tranſport-boats (who are to be un- 

der the direction of a lieutenant of 
foot) are to receive the grenadiers, 

the picquet com panies, one, two, or 
more companies as the boats can 

contain them; the commander of 
every regiment lands with the firſt 

detachment, if it amounts to thres 

Companies, 


Particular care to be taken that 
the ſoldiers be not too much crowded 
in the boats. 


The crews of the boats that row 


the tranſports long-boats, are to 
F be 


NT TE SS d 
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be chiefly compoſed of ſoldiers, who 


are to return to the corps after the 
firſt landing, and row backwards 
and forwards till the whole diſem- 
barkation is compleated, and till 
the proviſions, tents, baggage, &c. 
are landed, according to the orders 


of the 15th of September. 


FW hen the firſt part of every 
regiment is embarked, it is to pro- 
ceed /:/ently and quietly to the place 
of Fenda SUS appointed for the 
diviſign, and there the whole divi- 
fm receives their orders from a 
coptain of a ſhip of war, which 
orders they are in every particular 


riciiy to obey. 
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The troops have had a great ex- 
ample before their eyes, and the 
general is confident that they will 
endeavour to imitate the coolneſs 
and determined valour that ap- 
peared in the attack of the Iſle of 
Alix. | 


Mo ſoldier is to fire from the 
boats upon any account, but to wait 
for the moment to join the enemy 
with their bayonets. 


Eight mantlets | ber regiment 
will be diſtributed, and the com- 


 manding-officers will diſpoſe of them, 
ſo as to cover the landing-boats and 
rowers from the muſquetry, in caſe 
it be neceſſary. 


F 2 The 
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"The troops are to land filently, 
and in the beft order the nature of 


the thing allows of. 


The campanies to form and be 
ready to attack whoever appears 
n them, 


The chief engineer, the quarter- 
-naſter-general, and his deputies, 
are to go on ſhore with the firſt 
body that lands. 


All the intrenching tools are to 
be landed immediately after tbe ſe- 


cond embarkation. 


Mr. Boyd, the comptroller of the 


artillery, is appointed to carry or- 


ders to the chief engineer, captain 


of 


3 — > * 
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of the artillery, and to every branch 
of the ordnance, and is to be obey- 
ed. 


Each regiment to ſend a return 
immediately of the number of tents 
they have remaining after the cal- 
culating a tent for eight men, as 
ordered on the 1 5th, 


Col. Kingsley to be ready to 
march with the grenadiers upon 
their landing with two field-officers, 
major Farquhar, and lieutenant- 


colonel Sir William Boothby. 


The regiments are each of them 
zo receive from the ſlore-keeper of 
the ordnance, ten cheveaux-de- 


frize, 
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frize, and to o. ſend for them ts 
With, 


It may eaſily be imagined that 
theſe orders aſtoniſhed every body. 
We were at leaſt four miles from 
the ſhore, where we were intend- 
ed to land; which ſhore was now, 
as may naturally be ſuppoſed, be- 
come one continued battery, It 
mult alſo be remembered, that, 
for two or three dayspaſt, we had 
obſerved two diſtinct encampments 
at a little diſtance from the ſea. 
Now, ſuppoſing every thing to be 
carried on with the greateſt expe- 
dition poſſible, theſe grenadiers 
and detached companies (the 
youngeſt company of each regi- 
ment) making, at the moſt, about 


one thouſand two un men, 
muſt 
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muſt have maintained their ground 
at leaſt fix or ſeven hours, before 
they could have been aſſiſted by a 
ſecond diſembarkation; and that 
without the leaſt hopes of aretreat; 
as the boats were immediately to 
row back to fetch the reſt of the 
troops. Theſe difficulties were 
too obvious to eſcape the obſer- 
vation: of the moſt unobſerving 
private ſoldier in the fleet : yet, I 
muſt do the army the juſtice to 
ſay, that tho' our landing, at this 
time, and in this manner, bore 
great reſemblance to a forlorn 
hope, there appeared not the 
leaſt ſign of fear in any of thoſe 
whom I had an opportunity of ob- 
ſerving. On the contrary, things 
were carried on with ſo much 
alertneſs and expedition, that our 
| boats 
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boats were filled at leaſt an hour 
before the time appointed. The 
night was very cold, and the ſea 
rather rough. In theſe boats we 
continued thumping each other, 
and beating againſt the ſides of 
ſhips, for the {pace of four hours; 
after the expiration of which, we 
were again ſurpriſed with a very 
laconic order to this effect: 


The troops to return to their 
© reſpeCtiveſhips till further orders. 


If the reader ſhould expect me 
to aſſign any reaſon for all this, 
he will be much miſtaken ; for I 
confeſs myſelf as ignorant of the 
matter as himſelf. So far I can 
allure him, that, from the mur- 


muring with which this laſt order 
was 


the late Expedition. 41 


was received, I am not in the 
leaſt doubt, but the troops had 
much rather have encountered 
the above-mention'd difficul ties, 
than not have landed at all. 


The two following days were 
ſpent in blowing up the halt- 
fhniſhed fortification on the iſland 
of Aix; in doing of which, leſt 
it ſhould be ſaid that no ks" 
was ſpilt upon our famous expe- 
dition, we managed ſo as to blow 
up a fe of our own ſoldiers, and 
on the 11ſt of October boldly bid 

| defiance to our enemies, and made 
the beſt of our way home ; where, 
on the 6th day of the ſame 
month, we all arrived ſafe and in 
perfect health, blefled be God! 

8 Henceforward, adieu to all ſe- 
- gs cret 
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cret expeditions! I will put off my 
military garb, and retire to the Sa- 
bine farm of my fore- fathers, fully 
determined neither toconverſe with 
a politician, nor to read another 
news-paper ſo long as I live. 


I make no doubt but our com- 
manders will ſoon ſatisfy the pub- 
lic with the reaſons for what they 
have done, or rather, for what 
they have not done; but, leſt this 
ſhould not happen, I cannot, in 
Juſtice to the youngeſt general of 
the three, avoid informing the 
world that, from what — 
of their counſels, it appeared that 
he ſtrongly adviſed our landing at 
the very firſt; but ever after, 
when we had once trifled away 


our opportunity, as ſtrenuouſly 
and 
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and wiſely oppoſed it. Not that 
I would be underſtood to affirm 
this. All I know of the matter is, 
that it was ſo whiſpered through 
the fleet. 


FIN FF 5 


3 


*« 0 * * 4 
— : os = 
ATT +, e 
2 2 Py 
* * | ar 8 5 


* 
4 


* 
- 
* 
A 


» 


3 
7K 4 


* 
4+ 4 A hd 
% - 
- , * 
g = 
* . o 
: Y g 
- g A \ 
* * 
. ? > 16 
* * 1 : 
, * . 
C A 
* . 
- 
. * . 
th & 
” 
. — 
+ = - = p 
N * * * . 
So * 
n — 
* — 


— 
. 


/ 
» 
3 
Yh 

8 
— 
* 


5 - * 1 * * bo 
: * 
- - 
* * — 
% * 
* 
* 
7 * 
- * * 
* . * 
* 
* 
R . * 
1 - * 9 
* 
OY 
x2, hy wo 
>» * 8 
#4 
- > 0 % 
* N . 
* 
- 
* 
. 
= 
. 
. 
* 
— * * 
. * 
. 
. 
* * 1 
* . % 
- 
. 
— * * 
v 
* - 
* 
* 
= 


. -” as 
, . . ve 
1 0 
* p . / 
- 8 % 
af 
a 
: 
* 
* 
* 
- 


